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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication In this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 , 3, 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Lemelson et al. (Patent No. 5,823.788). 

As to independent claim 1 , Lemelson et al teaches: 
A system for enabling a plurality of people (students ^ see e.g., col. 2, line 59) to utilize 
an interactive program (program - see e.g., col. 6, line 59; i.e., the instructor uses the 
program stored in memory 31 to interact with students), the system (interactive 
educational system 10- see e.g., col. 2, lines 47 - 48; i.e., interactive educational 
system 10 as a whole corresponds to the instructors base station 1 1 and student 
stations ^2{1) through 12(S)) comprising: a host computer (instructor base station 11- 
see e.g., col. 2, line 50; i.e., the host computer corresponds to the instructors base 
station, which can be used by a human instructor or a teaching computer) comprising a 
processor (microprocessor 40 - see e.g., col. 6, line 21 ; i.e., the microprocessor . 
executes the program and data stored in RAM 41 or ROM 42) and a memory 
(Random-Access Memory (RAM) 41 - see e.g., col. 6, line 23; i.e., the memory 
corresponds to the Random Access Memory (RAM) 41 or Read-Only Memory (ROM) 
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42), wherein the memory stores an interactive program (program instructions - see 
e.g., col. 6, line 22; i.e., RAM 41 and ROM 42 store program Instructions and data) 
executable by the processor (see e.g., col. 6, lines 21 - 24; i.e., executing corresponds 
to processing operations performed by the microprocessor 40 within instructor base 
system 11), the interactive program accepting (see e.g., col. 6, lines 26-27; i.e., the 
program utilizes a handheld input/output device 43 to accept operational instructions) a 
plurality of different operational instructions (see e.g., col. 6, lines 27 - 33; i.e., the 
plurality of operational instructions corresponds to control input for controlling the base 
station 1 1 , and sending instructional material to student input devices); a plurality of 
operational devices (student stations 12(1) through 12(S) - see e.g., col. 2, line 53) 
utilizable by a plurality of users (see e.g., col. 2, lines 23 - 30), wherein each 
operational device has a plurality of buttons (keypad 23 - see e.g., col. 5, lines 11-14; 
i.e., the student station 12(^) through 12(S) include keypad 23. which includes a 
plurality of alphanumeric buttons), and the user (student - see e.g., col. 5, line 15; i.e., 
the user corresponds to a student) can output a plurality of operational instructions 
(see e.g., col. 5, lines 14-15; i.e., outputting a plurality of operational instructions 
corresponds to the student depressing successive keys of the alphanumeric keypad 
24) to the host computer (see e.g., col. 5, lines 29 - 30; i.e., the host computer 
corresponds to the instructor's base station 1 1 , in which base station 1 1 can receive 
transmitted data through communication link 17) by pressing a corresponding button to 
use the interactive program (see e.g., col. 5, lines 14-15; i.e., outputting a plurality of 
operational instructions to the instructor's base station 1 1 corresponds to the student 
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depressing successive keys of the alphanumeric keypad 24), wherein each operational 
device (student input device 13(S) - see e.g., col. 5, line 49; i.e., student input device 
13(S)) has a unique ID code (see e.g., col. 5, line 64; i.e., student input device 13(S) 
stores an identifier code within memory 32), and the operational instruction (see e.g., 
col. 5, lines 66 - 67; i.e., the operational corresponds to the students response) is 
output with one ID code (see e.g., col. 6, lines 4 - 9; i.e., as the student sends a 
response to base station 1 1 , the identifier code is also transmitted) so that the host 
computer (see e.g., col. 6, lines 6; i.e., the host computer corresponds to base station 
1 1 ) is capable of identifying each operational device (see e.g., col. 6, lines 8 - 9; i.e., 
disambiguating responses corresponds to identifying individual student devices); the 
memory of the host computer (see e.g., col. 6, lines 23 - 24; i.e., the memory of 
instructor base station 1 1 includes RAM 41 and ROM 42) further comprising a control 
manner specifying program (see e.g., col. 6, line 22; the control manner specifying 
program corresponds to program instructions) executable by the processor (see e.g!, 
col. 6, line 21) to perform the following means : a first means for distributing (see e.g., 
col. 6, lines 27 - 33; i.e., distributing corresponds to the base station 11 transmitting 
instructional material to individual student input devices) the plurality of operational 
instructions (see e.g., col. 6, lines 27 - 33; i.e., the plurality of operational instructions 
corresponds to the instructional material provided by base station 1 1) of the interactive 
program to at least two users (students - see e.g., col. 6, line 30) so that the interactive 
program is used by at least two users (students - see e.g., col. 6, line 30); and a 
second means for changing the distribution method (see e.g., col. 4, lines 2-3; i.e., 
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the changing of distribution method corresponds to the base station 1 1 selectively 
transmitting information to student stations 12(S)) of the plurality of operational 
instructions of the interactive program to the user (see e.g., col. 4, lines 1 - 7). 

As to dependent claim 3, Lemelson et al. teaches: 
The system of claim 1 further comprising a portable computer (see e.g., col. 17, lines 1 
- 5; i.e., the portable computer corresponds to the student stations 12(S) and base 
station 11, wherein the devices are able to use radio and infrared non-hard-wired 
communication channels), the portable computer wirelessly controlling the control 
manner specifying program (see e.g., col. 1 , lines 53 - 56; i.e., base station 1 1 controls 
the distribution of essay questions, operational information or multiple choice questions 
through radio links or infrared links) of the host computer to execute the first means 
and the second means (see e.g., col. 1, lines 45 - 56; i.e., base station 11 controls the 
distribution of essay questions, instructional material or multiple choice questions, 
which are distributed to student device 13(S)). 

As to independent claim 7, Lemelson et al. teaches: 
A computer readable media (see e.g., col. 6, lines 23 - 24; the computer readable 
media corresponds to Random Access Memory (RAM) 41 and Read Only Memory 
(ROM) 42) storing a specified control manner program (see e.g., col. 6, lines 22 - 24; 
i.e., RAM 41 and ROM 42 store program instructions and data, which correspond to 
the specified control manner program), the specified control manner program 
executable with an interactive program in a computer (see e.g., col. 6, lines 21 - 24; 
i.e., base station 1 1 includes a microprocessor 40 which performs processing operation 
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in accordance with the program instructions stored on RAM 41 and ROM 42) so that 
the interactive program can be utilized by a plurality of users (see e.g., col. 6, lines 26 - 
33; i.e., the base station 1 1 receives input from keypad 43, which transmits 
instructional material to a plurality of students), wherein the interactive program 
accepts a plurality of different operational instructions (see e.g., col. 6, lines 25 - 36; a 
plurality of operational instructions accepted by base station 1 1 includes transmitting 
instructional material, queries, visual output, true/false answers, response display, and 
hard copy outputs by using external keypad 43), and the plurality of users (see e.g., 
col. 3, lines 47 - 55; the plurality of users corresponds to students and instructor) can 
operate the interactive program (see e.g., col. 6, lines 24 - 33; i.e., the educational 
system is operated by base station 1 1 or student devices -12(S) through the use of 
external keypad 43) via different operational devices (see e.g., col.2, lines 47 - 57; i.e., 
the different operational devices corresponds to the plurality of student input devices 
12(S) and instructor base station 11), the specified control manner program (see e.g., 
col. 6, lines 22 - 24; i.e., RAM 41 and ROM 42 store program instructions and data, 
which correspond to the control manner program) comprising: a first program code 
(program instructions - see e.g., col. 6, lines 22) for distributing the plurality of 
operational instructions of the interactive program (see.e.g., col. 6, lines 27 - 30; i.e., 
the program, instructions are executed by microprocessor 40, which enables instructor 
base station 1 1 to transmit instructional materials, providing scoring, and statistical 
information to student devices) into different groups (see e.g., col. 4, lines 2-8; i.e., 
base station 1 1 can selectively transmit information to students); and a second 



Application/Control Number: 10/656,366 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2179 

program code (program instructions - see e.g., col. 6, lines 22) for distributing the 
plurality of operational instructions to the plurality of operational devices (see e.g., col. 
6, lines 27 - 30; i.e., the program instructions are executed by microprocessor 40, 
which enables instructor base station 11 to transmit instructional materials, providing 
scoring, and statistical information to a plurality of student devices). 

As to dependent claim 8, Lemelson et al. teaches: 
The computer readable media (see e.g., col. 6, lines 23-24; i.e., the computer 
readable media corresponds to RAM 41 and ROM 42) as claimed in claim 7 further 
comprising driver program code (see e.g., col. 6, lines 19-24; i.e., program 
instructions associated with driver program code is stored in RAM 41 or ROM 42 and is 
executed by microprocessor 40) for processing the plurality of operational devices (see 
e.g., col. 7, lines 38 - 58; i.e., base station 1 1 receives responses from student input 
devices 13(S) for processing) and outputting the operational instruction to control the 
interactive program according to the first program code and the second program code 
(see e.g., col. 6, lines 24 - 30; i.e., base station 1 1 outputs instructional material to a 
plurality of student devices, in which the instructional material associated with the first 
and second program code, which is used to assist the students in using the interactive 
educational system). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this titie, if the cBfferences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2. 4 - 6. 9 and lO.are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lemelson et al. (Patent No. 5,823,788) in view of Bouton et al. 
(Patent No. 5,551,701). 

As to dependent claim 2, Lemelson et al teaches a system, further comprising a 
connection device (communication links 17(S) - see e.g., col. 3, lines 45 - 47), a 
plurality of operational devices (see e.g., col. 3, lines 48 - 50; i.e., the operational 
device corresponds to the student's input devices 13(S)), information being sent to the 
host computer (see e.g., col, 3, lines 48 - 50; i.e., the student's input device 13(S) 
transmits responses to base station 1 1 for processing) via the connection device (see 
e.g., col. 3, lines 44 - 51), but does not teach operational instructions being sent to the 
host computer. Bouton et al. teaches operational instructions (see e.g., col. 12, lines 9 - 
20; i.e., the operational instructions corresponds to the alphanumeric characters 
assigned by the user to control the operation of an interactive program) being sent to a 
host computer (personal computer 12 - see e.g., col. 12, line 31; i.e., the host computer 
corresponds to personal computer 12, in which the operational instructions are sent). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the system, connection device, plurality of 
operational devices, and information being sent to the host computer of Lemelson et al. 
with the transmission of operational instructions to a host computer of Bouton et al. 
because the host computer has the ability to retain the configuration information of 
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operational instructions even after the interactive program has been terminated or the 

host computer has been turned off (see e.g., col. 4, lines 16 - 21 ). 

As to dependent claim 4, Lemelson et al. teaches a system, wherein the 
connection device (communication links 17(S) - see e.g., col. 3, lines 45 - 47) has 
wireless communications functionality (see e.g., col. 3, lines 44 - 47; i.e., wireless 
communication corresponds to radio or infrared links), and the system further 
comprises a portable computer (see e.g., col. 17, lines 1 -5; i.e., the portable 
computer corresponds to base station 1 1 having wireless capabilities), the portable 
computer wirelessly controlling the control manner (see e.g., col. 6, lines 27 - 33; i.e., 
base station 1 1 controls the distribution of essay questions, instructional material, and 
multiple choice questions through hard-wired connections, radio links or infrared links) 
specifying program of the host computer to execute the first means and the second 
means (see e.g., col. 1, lines 45 - 56; i.e., base station 11 controls the distribution of 
essay questions, instructional material or multiple choice questions). 

As to dependent claim 5, Lemelson et al. teaches a system, and control manner 
specifying program (see e.g., col. 1, lines 53 - 56; i.e., base station 1 1 controls the 
distribution of essay questions, operational information or multiple choice questions 
through radio links or infrared links), but does not teach an operation instructions group 
distribution list, wherein the operation instruction group records a plurality of 
corresponding relations between the operation instructions and the buttons. Lemelson 
et al. further does not teach an operational device distribution list for recording the 
operation instructions group distribution list corresponding to each operation, and the 
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data within the operation instructions group distribution list and the operational device 
distribution list is changeable to affect the second means. Bouton et al. teaches an 
operation instructions group distribution list (fill-in list - see e.g., col. 13, lines 32 - 34; 
i.e., the operation instructions group distribution list corresponds to the "fill-in list" 
provided by the Interactive program residing on host computer 12) that records a 
plurality of corresponding relations between operation instructions and buttons (see 
e.g.. Fig. 2 and col. 13, lines 35 - 40; i.e., the interactive program prompts the user to 
input keycodes related to a plurality of buttons associated with the controller). Bouton 
et al. further teaches an operational device distribution list for recording the operation 
instructions group distribution list corresponding to each operation (see e.g., col. 13, 
lines 31 - 54; I.e., once a particular controller has been reconfigured In terms of 
operational instructions, the interactive program advances to the next device to be 
reconfigured within the list of controllers), and the data within the operation instructions 
group distribution list and the operational device distribution list is changeable to affect 
the second means (see e.g., col. 11, lines 31-51; i.e., the operation instructions group 
distribution list and the operational device distribution list is interchangeable by the host 
computer). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill In the art at 
the time the invention was made to Incorporate the control manner specifying program 
and system of Lemelson et al. with the operation instructions group distribution list, 
operational device distribution list, and the ability of both distribution lists to be 
changeable to affect the second means of Boutron et al. because any other type of 
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controllers can be designed to substitute the initial controller while retaining the 
reconfiguration capability (see e.g., col. 1 1 , lines 49 - 51 ). 

As to dependent claim 6, Lemelson et al. teaches a portable computer (see e.g., 
col. 17, lines 1 - 5; i.e., the portable computer corresponds to the student stations 
12(S) and base station 1 1 , wherein the devices are able to use radio and infrared non- 
hard-wired communication channels) changing data in a wireless manner (see e.g., 
col. 3, lines 51 - 64; I.e., the changing of data corresponds to the base station 11 
transmitting questions and supplementary instructional material to student stations 
12(S) by using communication links 17(S)), but does not teach an operation 
instructions group distribution list. Bouton et al. teaches an operation instructions 
distribution list (fill-in list - see e.g., col. 13, lines 32 - 34; i.e., the operation instructions 
group distribution list con-esponds to the "fill-in list" provided by the interactive program 
residing on host computer 1 2). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the portable 
computer and changing data in a wireless manner of Lemelson et al. with the operation 
instructions distribution list of Bouton et al. because the operation instructions 
distribution list allows the students/users to reconfigure their interactive program 
controllers in regards to their desired preferences (see e.g., col. 3, lines 11-13). 

As to independent claim 9, Lemelson et al teaches a computer readable media 
(see e.g., col. 6, lines 23 - 24; i.e., the computer readable media corresponds to RAM 
41 and ROM 42) storing a specified control manner program (see e.g., col. 6, lines 22 
- 24; the control manner specifying program corresponds to program instructions), in 
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which the specified control manner program is executable with an interactive program 
(see e.g., col. 6, lines 21 - 24; i.e., base station 1 1 includes a microprocessor 40 which 
performs processing operation in accordance with the program instructions stored on 
RAM 41 and ROM 42) in a computer (see e.g., col. 6, line 20; i.e., base station 1 1 
comprises a microprocessor 40, in which the interactive educational system is 
executed) so that the interactive program supports a plurality of users (see e.g., col. 2, 
lines 23 - 30; i.e., the interactive educational system is programmed to support a 
plurality of students and instructors by using student station 12(S) and base station 11), 
wherein the interactive program accepts a plurality of different operational instructions 
(see e.g.,. col. 1, lines 47 - 56; i.e., the interactive educational system accepts different 
operational instructions, which corresponds to the students depressing different 
buttons on student stations 12(S) to answer questions), and the plurality of users (see 
e.g., col. 3, lines 47 - 55; the plurality of users corresponds to students and instructor) 
operate the interactive program via different operational devices program (see e.g., col. 
6, lines 24 - 33; i.e., the educational system is operated by base station 1 1 or student 
devices 12(S) through the use of external keypad 43) having a plurality of buttons (see 
e.g.. Fig. 2 and col. 5, lines 11 - 15), ), but does not teach an operation instructions 
group distribution list, wherein the operation instruction group records a plurality of 
corresponding relations between the operation instructions and the buttons. Lemelson 
et al. further does not teach an operational device distribution list for recording the 
operation instructions group distribution list corresponding to each operation, and the 
data within the operation instructions group distnbution list and the operational device 
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distribution list is changeable to affect the second means. Bouton et al. teaches an 
operation instructions group distribution list (fill-in list - see e.g., col. 13, lines 32 - 34; 
i.e., the operation instructions group distribution list corresponds to the "fill-in list" 
provided by the interactive program residing on host computer 12) that records a 
plurality of corresponding relations between operation instructions and buttons (see 
e.g., Fig. 2 and col. 13, lines 35 - 40; i.e., the interactive program prompts the user to 
input keycodes related to a plurality of buttons associated with the controller). Bouton 
et al. further teaches an operational device distribution list for recording the operation 
instructions group distribution list corresponding to each operation (see e.g., col. 13, 
lines 31 - 54; i.e., once a particular controller has been reconfigured in terms of 
operational instructions, the interactive program advances to the next device to be 
reconfigured within the list of controllers), and the data within the operation instructions 
. group distribution list and the operational device distribution list is changeable to affect 
the second means (see e.g., col. 1 1 , lines 31 - 51 ; i.e., the operation instructions group 
distribution list and the operational device distribution list is interchangeable by the host 
computer). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to incorporate the control manner specifying program 
and system of Lemelson et al. with the operation instructions group distribution list, 
operational device distribution list, and the ability of both distribution lists to be 
changeable to affect the second means of Bouton et al. because any other type of 
controllers can be designed to substitute the initial controller while retaining the 
reconfiguration capability (see e.g., col. 1 1 , lines 49 - 51 ). 
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As to dependent claim 10, Lemelson et al. teaches the computer readable media 
(see e.g., col. 6, lines 23 - 24; i.e., the computer readable media corresponds to RAM 
41 and ROM 42) further comprising driver program code (see e.g., col. 6, lines 19-24; 
i.e., program instructions associated with driver program code is stored in RAM 41 or 
ROM 42 and is executed by microprocessor 40) for processing the plurality of 
operational devices (see e.g., col. 7, lines 38-58; i.e., base station 11 receives 
responses from student input devices 1 3(S) for processing) and outputting the 
operational instruction to control the interactive program according to the first program 
code and the second program code (see e.g., col. 6, lines 24 - 30; i.e., base station 1 1 
outputs instructional material to a plurality of student devices, in which the instructional 
material associated with the first and second program code, which is used to assist the 
students in using the interactive educational system), but does not teach outputting the 
operational instruction to control the interactive program according to the operation 
instructions group distribution list and the operational device distribution list. Bouton et 
al. teaches operational instructions (see e.g., col. 12, lines 9 - 20; i.e., the operational 
instructions corresponds to the alphanumeric characters assigned by the user to 
control the operation of an interactive program), a operation instructions distributions 
list (fill-in list - see e.g., col. 13, lines 32 - 34; i.e., the operation instructions group 
distribution list corresponds to the "fill-in list' provided by the interactive program 
residing on host computer 12), a operational device distributions list (see e.g., col. 13, 
lines 31 - 54; i.e., once a particular controller has been reconfigured in terms of 
operational instructions, the interactive program advances to the next device to be 
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reconfigured within the list of controllers), and outputting operational instruction to 
control the interactive program (see e.g., col. 12, lines 13-17; i.e., each button is 
associated with a particular function used to control the interactive program. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to incorporate the computer readable media, first program code, second 
program code, driver program code, and the processing capabilities of Lemelson et al. . 
with the operational instructions associated with the operation instructions distributions 
list and operational device distribution list of Bouton et al. because the reconfiguration 
program is capable of determining the number of controllers present, in which the 
student/user is able to reconfigure a plurality of controllers (see e.g., col. 13, lines 23 - 
39). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Prior art Patent No. 6,071,194 can be applicable and pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Prior art disclosed by Sandersonet al. discloses a method to 
reconfigure video game controllers, wherein the system comprises a functional and 
reconfiguration mode. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Prior art Patent No. 6,719,633 can be applicable and pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Prior art disclosed by Leifer et al. discloses a wireless game 
controller and a host console that interacts through infrared transmission. 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Prior art Patent No. 6,342,010 can be applicable and pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Prior art disclosed by Slifer et al. discloses a wireless controller 
that transmits a controller ID code to Identify which controller is transmitting information. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or eartier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Henry Vuu whose telephone number is (571) 270-1048. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on (571) 272-4847. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infonnation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated Information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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